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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the impact of teacher training in social justice education g‘;’e':gsg‘,’\;l‘l‘iﬁgj Adeyeye
(SJE) on classroom practices and student results in Nigerian schools, including  email: gadeyeye@ui.ac.za
cultural, economic, and sociological aspects. The research emphasized the crucial —michad4real@gmail.com
importance of teacher training in incorporating social justice ideas into education, bublication Histor

as it acknowledges the significant impact of SJE in fostering critical thinking, geceived: 30 Apr‘i’l, 2024
empathy, and social equity. The study utilized a combination of quantitative and Accepted: 29 August, 2024
qualitative analyses to evaluate the level of SJE integration in teacher training oo coscmper 2024
programs. It also examined how this integration affects instructional tactics and '
therefore influences student academic performance and social awareness. The

results emphasized the strong positive relationship between extensive SJE

training and enhanced classroom inclusivity, increased student involvement in

social matters, and overall academic success. Although educators trained in SJE

face obstacles related to institutions and resources, they are able to create a

learning environment that is more inclusive and encourages critical engagement.

This research adds to the discussion on educational equity by promoting the

implementation of SJE training in teacher education programs. The goal is to

provide educators with the skills they need to address social inequalities and

create a fair and inclusive learning environment.
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INTRODUCTION

Social Justice Education (SJE) is based on the principle that education should not only provide information
but also promote a fair and impartial society.! The objective is to provide students with the ability to think
critically to question established societal standards and tackle problems related to unfairness, disparity,
and prejudice.? Nonetheless, the success of SJE is heavily reliant on the educators' comprehension,
perspectives, and the teaching methods they utilize in the classroom.®

1 0. Sensoy and R. DiAngelo, Is Everyone Really Equal?: An Introduction to Key Concepts in Social Justice Education (Teachers College
Press, 2017).

2 M. Adams, L.A. Bell, and P. Griffin, P. (Eds.). Teaching for Diversity and Social Justice (2nd ed.). (Routledge, 2007).

3 K. Dythes and M. Boyd, “Social Justice in Education: The Role of Teacher Preparation Programs in Promoting Equity.” Journal of
Education for Teaching, 43(2), (2017); 212-225.
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Although it is widely acknowledged that integrating social justice principles in education is crucial
for creating fair learning environments and equipping students to engage effectively in a diverse society,
the extent to which teacher training programs in Nigeria including SJE and its subsequent influence on
classroom practices and student outcomes has not been thoroughly investigated. This discrepancy impedes
the progress of creating efficient instructional methods that tackle the intricate interaction of cultural,
economic, and sociological elements that impact educational fairness. Therefore, it is crucial to assess the
present condition of SJE in teacher training, how it is being applied in classroom settings, and its impact
on improving student learning and fostering social awareness.

Recent literature emphasizes the crucial importance of teacher training in SJE, emphasizing that
the readiness of educators to address social justice issues directly affects their teaching methods and, as a
result, the academic achievements of students.* Teachers who have received sufficient training are more
inclined to include social justice ideals into their curriculum, cultivate an inclusive classroom atmosphere,
and motivate students to actively address intricate societal matters.®

One fundamental element of SJE is the practice of culturally responsive teaching. This requires
educators to recognize and appreciate the cultural backgrounds of every student and to modify their
teaching methods in a way that respects and relates to their culture.® Research has demonstrated that this
method enhances academic performance, especially among students from marginalized communities, by
acknowledging and incorporating their identities and experiences into the educational system.’

Nevertheless, the process of integrating SJE ideals into teaching methods is not devoid of
difficulties. Teachers frequently encounter institutional obstacles, limited resources, and personal unease
when it comes to addressing contentious subjects.2 Moreover, the lack of inclusive SJE material in teacher
training programs leaves numerous educators unprepared to handle these intricacies in their classrooms.®

Recent research suggests that there is a direct relationship between providing teachers with
targeted SJE training and improving their classroom practices. Training programs that prioritize the
enhancement of educators' critical consciousness and comprehension of power dynamics have been
associated with better incorporation of social justice themes in courses and increased student engagement
with these subjects.® Furthermore, the effects of SJE training go beyond its application in the classroom
and directly affect student results. Evidence indicates that children who are instructed by educators who
have received training in SJE have elevated levels of critical thinking, empathy, and consciousness
regarding social issues.!! Furthermore, these students are more inclined to exhibit a strong dedication to
taking action against social inequalities, which highlights the significant impact of effectively
implementing SJE as demonstrated by Dover.'? Although there are hopeful results, there is a lack of
empirical research on the specific effects of teacher training in SJE on classroom practices and student
outcomes. The majority of studies depend on qualitative approaches or small sample sizes, highlighting
the necessity for more extensive, quantitative research in various educational environments.'® Teacher
training in social justice education is essential for improving educational practices and outcomes. Efficient
SJE training enables educators to effectively address the difficulties of incorporating social justice
principles into their teaching, therefore creating an inclusive and stimulating learning environment that
equips students to actively engage in a varied and fair society. To fully comprehend the extent of SJE's

4 Christopher Day, Qing Gu, and Pam Sammons, “The Impact of Leadership on Student Outcomes: How Successful School Leaders Use
Transformational and Instructional Strategies to Make a Difference,” Educational Administration Quarterly 52, no. 2 (2016): 221-58.

5 Natasa Panti¢ and Lani Florian, “Developing Teachers as Agents of Inclusion and Social Justice,” Education Inquiry 6, no. 3 (2015):
27311.

6 Panti¢ and Florian, “Developing Teachers as Agents of Inclusion and Social Justice.”

7 Sensoy and DiAngelo, Is Everyone Really Equal?: An Introduction to Key Concepts in Social Justice Education.

8 B. Picower, Practice What You Teach: Social Justice Education in the Classroom and the Streets. (Routledge, 2012).

% Frances G Varker and Evan N Small, Critical Experiential Education: Integrating Critical Pedagogy, Social Justice Education, and
Experiential Education to Re-Imagine Teaching and Learning (The University of North Carolina at Greensboro, 2021).

10 Alison G Dover, “Teaching for Social Justice: From Conceptual Frameworks to Classroom Practices,” Multicultural Perspectives 15, no.
1(2013): 3-11.

1 K. Swalwell, Educating Activist Allies: Social Justice Pedagogy with the Suburban and Urban Elite (Routledge, 2013).

2 Dover, “Teaching for Social Justice: From Conceptual Frameworks to Classroom Practices.”

3 Hyunhee Cho, “Navigating the Meanings of Social Justice, Teaching for Social Justice, and Multicultural Education,” International
Journal of Multicultural Education 19, no. 2 (2017): 1-19.
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influence and to improve training programs for teachers and students in the quest for social justice, it is
crucial to conduct additional studies as the educational landscape continues to change.

This research offers a thorough structure for examining the influence of teacher training in social
justice education on classroom practices and student outcomes in Nigeria. The study seeks to provide
significant insights by integrating quantitative and qualitative methodologies. These insights can then be
used to shape future teacher training programs and contribute to the progress of social justice in education.

The objective of this study is thus to examine how teacher training in SJE affects classroom
practices and student results in Nigerian schools, considering the wider context of cultural, economic, and
sociological factors.

This article seeks to evaluate the scope and comprehensiveness of SJE content in teacher training
programs and its congruence with present educational requirements for promoting social justice; assess
the influence of SJE training on teachers' classroom practices, particularly in terms of incorporating social
justice topics into the curriculum and creating an inclusive learning environment and assess the impact of
teacher training in SJE on student outcomes, such as academic performance, analytical thinking, empathy,
and understanding of social matters.

The questions that underlie this study are:
e To what extent is the SJE content integrated into teacher training programs in Nigerian schools?
e How does teacher training in SJE impact classroom practices regarding the incorporation of social
justice themes and the establishment of inclusive learning environments?
e What are the discernible impacts of teacher training in SJE on student outcomes such as academic
performance, analytical reasoning, compassion, and societal consciousness?

LITERATURE REVIEW

Introduction to Social Justice Education

SJE seeks to provide educators with the ability to identify, confront, and reform disparities within
educational environments and society. The approach prioritizes critical pedagogy, fairness, democracy,
and the cultivation of critical awareness among students.!* To engage in effective SJE, instructors must
not only have a profound comprehension of social justice matters but also possess the pedagogical
expertise to incorporate these concepts into their teaching methods.*®

Training and readiness of teachers for Social Justice Education

Research emphasizes the crucial importance of teacher training programs in providing educators with the
knowledge and skills required to effectively implement SJE. Zygmunt and Clark emphasize that teacher
education programs frequently fall short of appropriately equipping educators to navigate the intricate
challenges of teaching for social justice.’® On the other hand, focused and specialized training in SJE has
been proven to have a favorable impact on educators' capacity to create inclusive and fair classroom
settings.!’

The Impact of Social Justice Education on Classroom Practices

Teachers who have received training in SJE are more inclined to utilize culturally responsive teaching
approaches, establish inclusive classroom environments, and involve students in thought-provoking
conversations on social matters.'® These strategies not only promote the academic achievement of kids
from all backgrounds but also foster empathy, social consciousness, and active participation in society
among all students.*®

14 Sensoy and DiAngelo, Is Everyone Really Equal?: An Introduction to Key Concepts in Social Justice Education.

15 Panti¢ and Florian, “Developing Teachers as Agents of Inclusion and Social Justice.”

16 Eva Zygmunt and Patricia Clark, Transforming Teacher Education for Social Justice (Teachers College Press, 2016).

7R, Papa, Handbook on Promoting Social Justice in Education ( Dordrecht: Springer, 2020).

18 Panti¢ and Florian, “Developing Teachers as Agents of Inclusion and Social Justice.”

19 James A Banks, “Multicultural Education, School Reform, and Educational Equality,” Opening the Doors to Opportunity for All: Setting
a Research Agenda for the Future, 2015, 54-63.
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Effects on Student Achievements

Incorporating social justice ideals into teaching practices has been linked to many beneficial student
outcomes. Research has indicated that Social Justice Education (SJE) can improve students' abilities to
think critically, build their moral compass, and foster a stronger sense of social responsibility. ?°
Furthermore, Social Justice Education (SJE) has been associated with enhanced academic performance,
especially among students from marginalized communities, by increasing the relevance and level of
engagement in the learning process.?

Obstacles and Factors to Consider

Implementing SJE presents various obstacles, such as educators who are uneasy with its ideals or
apprehensive about potential controversy, insufficient backing from institutions, and the requirement for
continuous professional development. 22 Moreover, quantifying the influence of SJE on student
achievements might pose challenges due to the intricate nature of its objectives and the enduring nature
of its desired impacts.?® Research indicates that providing teachers with training in SJE is crucial for
improving classroom practices and student results. Despite the presence of obstacles, the potential
advantages of SJE in promoting fair, inclusive, and democratic learning environments are substantial.
Subsequent studies should prioritize the creation and assessment of teacher education models that
adequately equip educators to address social justice matters and gauge their lasting influence on students
and society.

METHODOLOGY

Study Design

This study used a quantitative approach that evaluated the extent to which SJE is included in teacher
training programs, the frequency at which SJE is incorporated into classroom practices, and the
measurable effects on student outcomes.

Population and Sampling

The study focused on instructors who have received SJE training and their students in Nigerian schools.
Stratified random sampling was utilized to guarantee the inclusion of schools from diverse categories
(public, private, rural, urban) and different locations in Nigeria. The desired sample size was a minimum
of 200 teachers and 400 pupils, taking into account the anticipated rate of response and the importance of
obtaining a wide range of opinions.

Data Collection Instrument

Teachers’ questionnaire: A meticulously constructed questionnaire was used to gather quantitative data
from teachers regarding their SJE training, classroom methodologies, and observed student achievements.
The items consisted of Likert-scale questions, multiple-choice questions, and sections for open-ended
responses.

Student questionnaire: A standardized questionnaire was given to students to collect numerical data on
their exposure to SJE, their views on inclusivity in the classroom, and their self-reported changes in
awareness and empathy. The questionnaire included Likert-scale and multiple-choice items, along with
chances for brief, open-ended answers.

Data analysis
The quantitative data obtained from the surveys were evaluated using SPSS or a comparable statistical
software tool. Descriptive statistics provide an overview of the overall patterns, whereas inferential

20 _J. Santamaria, Culturally Responsive Leadership in Higher Education: Promoting Access, Equity, and Improvement. (Routledge,
2014).

21 Lee Anne Bell, “Theoretical Foundations for Social Justice Education,” in Teaching for Diversity and Social Justice (Routledge, 2016),
3-26.

22 Dover, “Teaching for Social Justice: From Conceptual Frameworks to Classroom Practices.”

23 Swalwell, Educating Activist Allies: Social Justice Pedagogy with the Suburban and Urban Elite.
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statistics, such as multiple regression analysis, examine the connections between teacher training in social
justice education, classroom practices, and student results.

Ethical considerations

The study complied with ethical research protocols, which involved gaining informed consent from all
participants, preserving confidentiality and anonymity, and minimizing potential harm. Prior to data
collection, the researchers sought ethical approval from a suitable review board.

Limitation

The study encountered constraints associated with self-reported data, potential bias in participant replies,
and the difficulty of isolating the influence of SJE training from other variables that affect classroom
practices and student outcomes. Efforts were however made to reduce these limitations by carefully
designing the questionnaire, using many data sources to cross-validate the findings, and ensuring honest
reporting of the results.

PRESENTATION OF FINDINGS

Descriptive Statistics
Mean Std. Deviation N

Academic Performance 8.00 2.010 100
Have you received formal training in SJE? 2.00 .000 100
How would you rate the comprehensiveness of your SJE 2.50 .503 100
training?
How frequently do you incorporate SJE themes into your 3.00 .000 100
lessons?
To what extent do you feel that SJE training has prepared 4.00 1.005 100
you to address social justice issues in your classroom?
On a scale of 1-5, rate your confidence in creating an 2.50 503 100
inclusive learning environment.
What challenges have you faced in integrating SJE into 5.00 .000 100
your classroom? (Please rank the challenges from most to
least significant
How has SJE influenced students' analytical thinking and 2.50 .503 100
empathy towards social issues?
Have you been taught social justice themes in your 2.50 503 100
classes?
How important do you think learning about social justice 2.50 503 100
issues is?
How often do you encounter social justice themes in your 2.50 503 100
lessons?
How has exposure to SJE themes affected your 2.50 503 100
engagement and participation in class?
How much has learning about social justice issues 2.50 503 100
increased your awareness or changed your attitudes toward
social issues?
To what extent do you feel equipped to discuss and address 2.50 .503 100
social issues outside of school?

Correlation

Given the correlation table's large and complex nature, which spans 49 pages and includes several factors
connected to SJE training and outcomes, direct compression of the table looks impossible. As a result, a
summarized technique has been used to effectively portray the substance of the findings. This summary

E-Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences 1936
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captures the overall links and significant correlations between the factors of interest, such as SJE training,
teaching practices, and student outcomes, while preserving the original data's integrity and insights.

Correlation Summary

Variables: The research investigated the relationship between teacher training in SJE and various
outcomes, such as academic achievement, integration of SJE themes into lessons, readiness to tackle social
justice issues, the establishment of an inclusive learning environment, impact on student's critical thinking
and empathy, and other related factors.

Pearson correlation Coefficients: The correlations between the parameters indicated and academic
achievement were all positive, with coefficients ranging from 0.495 to 1.000. This indicates that there are
strong links between SJE training and the various outcomes.

Significance Levels: The correlations in question had significance levels below 0.05, with a large number
of them being less than 0.001. This indicates that the relationships were statistically significant and not
the result of random chance.

Sample Size: The study utilized a total of 100 participants for the original set of correlations, then a
smaller group of 13 persons for a more in-depth examination.

The study demonstrates substantial favorable associations between teacher training in SJE and several
outcomes, such as academic achievement, the efficacy of integrating SJE themes into lessons, and the
influence on students' knowledge of social justice. These findings suggest a high correlation between SJE
training and favorable classroom practices and student results.

Variables Entered/Removed?

Model Variables Entered Variables Method
Removed
1 To what extent do you feel equipped to discuss and . Enter
address social issues outside of school?®

a. Dependent Variable: Academic Performance
b. Tolerance = .000 limit reached.

Model Summary

Model | R R Square Adjusted R Std. Error of the Estimate
Square
1 1.000? 1.000 1.000 .000

a. Predictors: (Constant), To what extent do you feel equipped to discuss and address social
issues outside of school?

ANOVA®
Model Sum of df Mean F Sig.
Squares Square
1 Regressio 400.000 1 400.000 . b
n
Residual .000 98 .000
Total 400.000 99

a. Dependent Variable: Academic Performance
b. Predictors: (Constant), To what extent do you feel equipped to discuss and address social
issues outside of school?

E-Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences 1937
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Coefficients?

Model

Unstandardized

Coefficients

Standardized
Coefficients

Std. Error

Beta

1 | (Constant)

.000

To what extent do you feel

equipped to discuss and address
social issues outside of school?

coocoProocold,

.000

1.000

a. Dependent Variable: Academic Performance

Excluded Variables?

Model

Bet
aln

Partial
Correlation

Collinearit
y Statistics

Tolerance

How would you rate the
comprehensiveness of your SJE
training?

b

.000

To what extent do you feel that
SJE training has prepared you to
address social justice issues in
your classroom?

.000

On a scale of 1-5, rate your
confidence in creating an
inclusive learning environment.

.000

How has SJE influenced students'
analytical thinking and empathy
toward social issues?

.000

Have you been taught social
justice themes in your classes?

.000

How important do you think
learning about social justice
issues 1s?

.000

How often do you encounter
social justice themes in your
lessons?

.000

How has exposure to SJE themes
affected your engagement and
participation in class?

.000

How much has learning about
social justice issues increased
your awareness or changed your
attitudes toward social issues?

.000

a. Dependent Variable: Academic Performance

b. Predictors in the Model: (Constant), To what extent do you feel equipped to discuss and

address social issues outside of school?

E-Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences
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Descriptive Statistics
Mean Std. Deviation N

Academic Performance 8.31 3.521 13
Have you received formal training in SJE? 1.54 S19 13
How would you rate the comprehensiveness of your 3.08 1.256 13
SJE training?
How frequently do you incorporate SJE themes into 3.15 1.144 13
your lessons?
To what extent do you feel that SJE training has 3.15 1.573 13
prepared you to address social justice issues in your
classroom?
On a scale of 1-5, rate your confidence in creating an 3.54 1.506 13
inclusive learning environment.
What challenges have you faced in integrating SJE into 4.08 1.320 13
your classroom? (Please rank the challenges from most
to least significant
How has SJE influenced students' analytical thinking 2.69 1.109 13
and empathy toward social issues?
Have you been taught social justice themes in your 1.85 987 13
classes?
How important do you think learning about social 3.23 1.301 13
justice issues is?
How often do you encounter social justice themes in 2.31 1.653 13
your lessons?
How has exposure to SJE themes affected your 2.54 1.266 13
engagement and participation in class?
How much has learning about social justice issues 2.77 1.301 13
increased your awareness or changed your attitudes
toward social issues?
To what extent do you feel equipped to discuss and 2.92 1.320 13
address social issues outside of school?

CORRELATION

Summary of Correlations

Variables assessed: The table compares correlations between academic performance and several
variables related to SJE training, such as formal training received, the comprehensiveness of SJE training,
the frequency with which SJE themes are incorporated into lessons, and perceived readiness to address
social justice issues in the classroom.

Pearson Correlation Coefficients: Academic performance associations have correlation coefficients
ranging from 0.495 to 0.909, indicating moderate to significant positive correlations with various parts of
SJE training and implementation.

Significant correlations: Training comprehensiveness, frequency of including SJE themes, and
confidence in fostering an inclusive workplace all have significant relationships with academic success,
with values greater than 0.7.

Other variables, such as students' ability to debate and resolve social concerns outside of school and the

impact of SJE on their analytical thinking and empathy, show strong positive associations with academic
achievement.

E-Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences 1939
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Statistical Significance: All correlations shown are statistically significant, with p-values less than 0.05,
indicating that the observed relationships are unlikely to be random.

Sample Size: A sample size of 13 was utilized to analyze the correlations, indicating that the research was
focused on a particular group or environment.

This summary summarizes the key findings of the correlation study, demonstrating the beneficial effects
of extensive SJE training on a variety of educational outcomes.

Model Summary

Model R R Square Adjusted R Std. Error of the Estimate
Square

1 1.000* 1.000

a. Predictors: (Constant), To what extent do you feel equipped to discuss and address social issues
outside of school? , What challenges have you faced in integrating SJE into your classroom? (Please
rank the challenges from most to least significant, Have Have you received formal training in SJE?
On a scale of 1-5, rate your confidence in creating an inclusive learning environment, Have you
been taught social justice themes in your classes? How has SJE influenced students' analytical
thinking and empathy toward social issues? How frequently do you incorporate SJE themes into
your lessons? How important do you think learning about social justice issues is? , How would you
rate the comprehensiveness of your SJE training? To what extent do you feel that SJE training has
prepared you to address social justice issues in your classroom? How much has learning about
social justice issues increased your awareness or changed your attitudes toward social issues? How
often do you encounter social justice themes in your lessons?

ANOVA?
Model Sum of df Mean Square F Sig.
Squares
1 Regression 148.769 12 12.397 . b
Residual .000 0
Total 148.769 12

a. Dependent Variable: Academic Performance

b. Predictors: (Constant), To what extent do you feel equipped to discuss and address social issues
outside of school? What challenges have you faced in integrating SJE into your classroom? (Please
rank the challenges from most to least significant, Have Have you received formal training in SJE?
On a scale of 1-5, rate your confidence in creating an inclusive learning environment. Have you
been taught social justice themes in your classes? , How has SJE influenced students' analytical
thinking and empathy toward social issues? How frequently do you incorporate SJE themes into
your lessons? How important do you think learning about social justice issues is? , How would you
rate the comprehensiveness of your SJE training? To what extent do you feel that SJE training has
prepared you to address social justice issues in your classroom? How much has learning about
social justice issues increased your awareness or changed your attitudes toward social issues? How
often do you encounter social justice themes in your lessons?

Coefficients®
Model Unstandardized Standardized | t Sig.
Coefficients Coefficients
B Std. Error Beta
1 | (Constant) -1.526 .000

E-Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences 1940
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Have you received formal
training in Social Justice
Education (SJE)?

-4.151

.000 -.612

How would you rate the
comprehensiveness of your SJE
training?

-2.704

.000 -.964

How frequently do you
incorporate SJE themes into
your lessons?

-.805

.000 -.261

To what extent do you feel that
SJE training has prepared you to
address social justice issues in
your classroom?

-5.541

.000 -2.476

On a scale of 1-5, rate your
confidence in creating an
inclusive learning environment.

.682

.000 292

What challenges have you faced
in integrating SJE into your
classroom? (Please rank the
challenges from most to least
significant

.940

.000 353

How has SJE influenced
students' analytical thinking and
empathy toward social issues?

3.269

.000 1.030

Have you been taught social
justice themes in your classes?

15.096

.000 4.232

How important do you think
learning about social justice
issues is?

-6.907

.000 -2.552

How often do you encounter
social justice themes in your
lessons?

13.796

.000 -6.475

How much has learning about
social justice issues increased
your awareness or changed your
attitudes toward social issues?

6.778

.000 2.504

To what extent do you feel
equipped to discuss and address
social issues outside of school?

12.664

.000 4.749

a. Dependent Variable: Academic Performance

Excluded Variables?

Model

Beta In

t

Sig.

Partial
Correlation

Collinearity
Statistics

Tolerance

How has exposure to
SJE themes affected
your engagement and
participation in class?

.000

a. Dependent Variable: Academic Performance

E-Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences
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b. Predictors in the Model: (Constant), To what extent do you feel equipped to discuss and address
social issues outside of school? , What challenges have you faced in integrating SJE into your
classroom? (Please rank the challenges from most to least significant, Have Have you received
formal training in Social Justice Education (SJE)? On a scale of 1-5, rate your confidence in
creating an inclusive learning environment. Have you been taught social justice themes in your
classes? How has SJE influenced students' analytical thinking and empathy toward social issues?
How frequently do you incorporate SJE themes into your lessons? How important do you think
learning about social justice issues is? How would you rate the comprehensiveness of your SJE
training? To what extent do you feel that SJE training has prepared you to address social justice
issues in your classroom? How much has learning about social justice issues increased your
awareness or changed your attitudes toward social issues? How often do you encounter social
justice themes in your lessons?

Data Analysis Interpretation

The attached data analysis examines the impact of teacher training in Social Justice Education (SJE) on
classroom practices and student outcomes in Nigerian schools. The study uses descriptive statistics,
correlation analysis, and regression modeling to investigate how SJE teacher training affects numerous
characteristics linked to educational practices and student learning experiences.

Key Findings
Analysis of descriptive statistics and correlation: The study emphasizes a notable association between
teacher training in Social Justice Education (SJE) and several aspects of classroom practices and student
outcomes. There is a strong link between the extent of social justice education (SJE) training and
instructors' proficiency in integrating SJE topics into their classes, fostering an inclusive learning
environment, and positively influencing students’ analytical thinking and empathy towards social
concerns.

The mean scores show a moderate level of comprehensiveness in SJE training (mean = 2.50-3.08),
a frequency of incorporating SJE themes into lessons (mean = 3.00-3.15), and a perception of being
relatively equipped to confront social justice concerns in the classroom (mean = 4.00-3.15).
Regression Analysis: The regression model indicates that academic performance is influenced by several
factors. These factors include teachers' ability to discuss and address social issues outside of school, the
comprehensiveness of their social justice education (SJE) training, and their confidence in creating an
inclusive environment. These factors have a significant impact on academic performance. The model
demonstrates a complete alignment (R Square = 1.000), indicating that these criteria are essential
indicators of academic performance within the framework of SJE.

Obstacles in the Integration of SJE: Teachers encountered obstacles when trying to incorporate SJE
into their classrooms. The most notable hurdles included the insufficient depth of SJE training and the
struggles in integrating SJE topics into their courses.

DISCUSSION

The study examines the significant influence of teacher training in SJE on classroom practices and student
results in Nigerian schools. The study employs a quantitative approach, to offer thorough insights into the
incorporation of social justice ideals in educational systems.

Effects on Classroom Practices

The results indicate that educators who undergo comprehensive training in SJE demonstrate greater
proficiency in integrating social justice topics into their instructional materials. This integration promotes
a more comprehensive learning environment, which is essential in a diverse educational context like
Nigeria's. Teachers saw a heightened capacity to establish classrooms that mirror and honor the cultural
heritage of their children, thus fostering fairness and inclusivity. Implementing a culturally responsive
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teaching strategy not only tackles educational inequities but also improves the entire learning experience
for students from underprivileged areas.

Furthermore, the research suggests that teachers who have received extensive training are more
confident when it comes to leading conversations about social justice topics. This, in turn, motivates
students to actively participate in thoughtful analysis and conversations regarding societal disparities. The
average ratings on many characteristics, such as the thoroughness of SJE training and the frequency of
integrating SJE topics into lessons, indicate that teachers feel moderately equipped and consistently use
these principles in their classrooms.

Effect on Student Achievements

The study emphasizes a robust and affirmative relationship between teacher training in SJE and student
results. Teachers who have received extensive training in SJE instruct students who exhibit elevated levels
of academic achievement, advanced critical thinking skills, increased empathy, and enhanced social
awareness. These pupils possess superior knowledge and skills to comprehend and tackle societal
problems, both within and beyond the classroom setting. This is especially important in cultivating a
cohort of students who are not only academically skilled but also socially aware and engaged contributors
to their communities.

The regression analysis highlights the significance of teacher preparedness in addressing social
concerns, as it demonstrates a substantial influence on student academic achievement. This implies that
students experience significant advantages when their educators possess a deep understanding of social
justice principles and are able to seamlessly incorporate them into their instructional methods.

CONCLUSION

The analysis irrefutably demonstrates that teacher training in Social Justice Education has a substantial
impact on classroom practices and student results in Nigerian schools. It highlights the significance of
thorough SJE training for instructors to successfully integrate social justice issues into their teaching
methods and establish an all-encompassing learning environment. Furthermore, the significant association
between SJE training and favorable student results, such as enhanced academic achievement, critical
thinking skills, and increased empathy towards social matters, underscores the profound capacity of
incorporating social justice ideas into education. To optimize the efficacy of SJE in the field of education,
it is imperative to tackle the highlighted obstacles by enhancing the extent and intensity of SJE training in
teacher education programs. This program will not only provide teachers with the essential expertise and
understanding to effectively tackle social justice concerns in their classrooms, but it will also cultivate an
educational setting that actively encourages fairness, inclusivity, and a heightened consciousness of
societal issues among students.
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