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INTRODUCTION 
In a Christian setting in Africa, the power of the message from the pulpit articulation holds immense 

significance in shaping the beliefs, spiritual growth, and understanding of congregants. 1 Effective 

communication of the message from the pulpit is crucial for establishing a strong connection between 

preachers and their audience, enabling the congregation to actively engage with Christian teachings and 

apply them to their daily lives.2 

However, concerns have emerged regarding the effectiveness of preaching in African churches. 

Scholars such as Adeboye have emphasized the need to enhance the articulation power of the message 

                                                 
1 John S. Mbiti, African Religions and Philosophy (Heinemann, 1969). 
2 E. O. Ogbonnaya, “The Pulpit and Christian Discipleship: A Study of Sermon Delivery Styles in Nigerian Churches,” Global Journal 

of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences 4, no. 2 (2016): 38–47. 
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ABSTRACT 

This research article explores the unique influence and potential for the 

transformative impact of the pulpit in a Christian setting within the African 

context. It investigates the significance of effective articulation in delivering 

sermons, fostering congregation engagement, and promoting spiritual growth 

among African believers. Through in-depth interviews and theoretical insights, 

this study emphasizes the role of skilled preachers in effectively communicating 

the message of Christianity. The findings underscore the importance of culturally 

relevant and persuasive preaching in inspiring positive change and nurturing 

vibrant Christian communities in Africa. The study concludes that African 

pastors and preachers should prioritize Bible exposition while incorporating 

culturally relevant elements into their sermons. The study also recommends that 

African pastors should enhance their communication skills through training 

programmes and collaborate with fellow leaders to develop contextualized 

preaching models, fostering a deeper understanding of Christian teachings and 

engaging congregants for the growth of the African church. Finally, it adds to 

the ongoing discussion on the effective use of culturally relevant material in the 

correct articulation of pulpit messages to improve Christian life. 
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from the pulpit to effectively communicate the essence of the Christian sermons in a culturally relevant 

manner.3 

This research seeks to address the problem of ineffective communication from the pulpit and 

aims to explore the key elements of effective pulpit articulation as perceived by both church leaders and 

congregants in Africa. Drawing on the works of researchers like Olowu and Omobowale, the study 

explores the importance of clear and relatable language, passionate delivery, and emotional engagement 

by the preacher.4 

Moreover, the research aims to investigate the impact of the messages from the pulpit 

articulation on congregants' spiritual growth and understanding. By analyzing the insights of scholars 

such as Ukpong and Adegbite, the study examines how powerful messages from pulpit articulation 

greatly influence congregants' engagement in social justice issues and community development 

initiatives within the African context.5 To comprehensively understand the communication dynamics, 

the research explores how different communication styles and techniques employed by preachers affect 

the level of engagement and receptiveness of the congregants. Scholars like Adegboyega and Afolayan 

have emphasized the significance of dynamic and engaging communication styles, as well as the 

preacher's ability to connect with the cultural context and use relevant local examples. Preaching is 

essential for the Christian community.6 Preaching is a particularly popular practice in Christianity.  

These major scriptural texts demonstrate the biblical foundation for preaching. For instance, Jesus in 

the Great Commission (Matt. 28:16-20) instructs His disciples to ‘go and make disciples of all nations’ 

baptizing them and teaching them to obey everything He has ordered. This includes the proclamation 

of the Gospel, which is a dominant characteristic of preaching. Another typical example of preaching 

comes from Peter on the day of Pentecost. After the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, Peter preached to 

the congregants explaining the significance of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection (Acts 2:14-42). In 

addition, Paul in Romans 15:15-16, says “I have written very boldly to you on some points so as to 

remind you again because of the grace that was given me from God to be a Minister of Jesus Christ to 

the Gentiles, ministering as a priest of the gospel of the Gentiles may become acceptable sanctified by 

the Holy Spirit”.  

Furthermore, this research investigates the role of cultural context in shaping the power of the 

message from the pulpit articulation in Christian settings in Africa. Researchers, such as Mafico and 

Mwaura have highlighted the influence of cultural context on preaching, emphasizing the importance 

of preachers understanding and incorporating cultural references to effectively connect with the 

congregation.7 

Additionally, the study examines how the power of the message from pulpit articulation 

contributes to the growth and expansion of Christian churches in Africa by attracting new members and 

maintaining the involvement of existing congregants.8 By referencing the works of scholars such as 

                                                 
3 E. A. Adeboye, “The Power of Effective Preaching,” in Effective Pulpit Communication: The Power of the Pulpit in the Making of a 

Prophet, ed. David O. Adeoye and Matthew A. Abioye (Lagos: Xulon Press, 2011), 74–85. 
4 D. Olowu, “ Communicating Effectively from the Pulpit: A Comparative Analysis of Preaching Styles in Nigerian Churches,”  

Journal of Communication and Religion 42, no. 4 (2019): 12–25; O. A. Omobowale, “Preaching and Communicating Christian 

Message in Africa: Reflections on Challenges and Opportunities,”  African Journal of History and Culture 12, no. 2 (2020): 18–27. 
5 Justin Ukpong, “Preaching, Social Justice, and Public Theology in Africa,” Journal of African Christian Thought 21, no. 2 (2018): 

13–26; Joshua Adegbite, “Preaching and Christian Involvement in Community Development in Africa,” International Journal of 

Research and Innovation in Social Science 6, no. 1 (2022). 
6 A. O. Adegboyega, “The Pulpit and Nigerian Youth: A Study of the Sermon Delivery Styles of Selected Pentecostal Pastors in Lagos 

State, Nigeria,” European Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies 2, no. 2 (2017): 24–37; A. O. Afolayan, “Dynamics of Effective 

Communication in Preaching: A Study of Selected Pentecostal Churches in Lagos, Nigeria,” European Journal of Theology and 

Religion Studies 3, no. 2 (2021): 23–36. 
7 T. A. Mafico, “Preaching and the Shaping of African Christianity,” in The Routledge Companion to the Study of Christianity in 

Africa , ed. E. B. Kapolyo (Routledge:  Routledge, 2015), 179–93; P.N. Mwaura, “Sermon Contextualization in an African Setting: An 

Examination of Selected Sermons in Nairobi, Kenya,” African Journal of Education, Science and Technology 4,no.2(2018):116–29. 
8 T. E. Iloputaife, “Factors Influencing Church Growth in Nigeria: A Study of the Role of Effective Pulpit Articulation,” European 

Journal of Christianity and Sociology 4, no. 2 (2017): 32–46. 
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Akanmidu and Olumakaiye, the research will shed light on the impact of effective messages from the 

pulpit articulation in promoting church growth and the formation of religious identities.9 

Although the pulpit is a vital tool for conveying Christian teachings, there is a significant 

challenge in ensuring that the messages delivered effectively resonate with the congregation. Lack of 

attention to the power of articulation in African Christian settings can result in diminished engagement, 

limited spiritual growth, and an underutilization of the transformative potential inherent in preaching. 

Therefore, it is crucial to examine how skilled articulation can optimize the pulpit's impact on African 

Christian communities. 

The primary objective of this study is to investigate and understand the power of articulation 

from the pulpit in African Christian worship. Specifically, the research aims to: 

 Conduct a comprehensive review of the existing literature on preaching and articulation within 

the African context, examining the challenges, opportunities, and best practices. 

 Analyze empirical evidence and case studies to identify the factors that contribute to effective 

articulation and congregation engagement during sermons. 

 Explore the relationship between skillful articulation and spiritual transformation, seeking to 

uncover how it can foster personal growth and community development. 

 Provide practical recommendations and guidelines to optimize the articulation power of the 

pulpit in African Christian settings, aiming to enhance the overall quality of sermons and 

promote greater impact. 

 

By addressing these objectives, this study seeks to contribute to the existing knowledge on 

preaching and communication within African Christian settings, shed light on the significance of skilled 

articulation, and provide actionable insights for preachers, religious leaders, and educators in their 

efforts to optimize the power of the pulpit. 

Previous empirical studies have highlighted the significance of effective pulpit articulation in 

African Christian settings. Conrad Mbewe's article on "Faithful Expository Preachers in Africa" 

emphasizes the role of expository preaching in shaping the African church.10 These studies emphasize 

the need for preachers to employ effective communication strategies and adapt their preaching styles to 

the cultural and social context of the African audience.11 

Theoretical frameworks such as homiletics and rhetoric provide valuable insights into the power 

of the pulpit. Homiletics, the study of preaching, offers principles and techniques for effective sermon 

delivery and communication.12 Rhetoric, the art of persuasive communication, explores the use of 

language and persuasive techniques to engage and convince an audience. 13  These theoretical 

frameworks contribute to understanding the dynamics of pulpit articulation in Christian settings.The 

concept of contextualized communication recognizes the importance of adapting preaching styles to the 

cultural and social context of the African audience. African societies have a rich oral tradition, and 

effective pulpit articulation involves incorporating cultural references, storytelling, and relevant local 

examples to resonate with congregants. 14  Contextualized communication allows for a deeper 

connection between preachers and their congregations, enhancing the effectiveness of pulpit 

articulation in Africa. 

In summary, the empirical studies by scholars like Mbewe, along with the theoretical 

frameworks of homiletics and rhetoric, provide a foundation for understanding the significance of 

effective pulpit articulation in African Christian settings. The concept of contextualized communication 

further emphasizes the need for preachers to adapt their communication styles to the cultural and social 

                                                 
9 A. O. Akanmidu, “Articulation and Rhetoric: A Pragmatic Study of Sermons in the Nigerian Pulpit,”  Journal of Church and Society 

2, no. 1 (2020): 15–30; D. A. Olumakaiye, “The Power of Pulpit Articulation: An Exploration of the Role of Effective Communication 

in Church Growth,” Journal of Church Growth and Ministry 2, no. 1 (2021): 53–67. 
10 C. Mbewe,  Faithful Expository Preachers in Africa (Founders Press, 2014). 
11 Olowu, “ Communicating Effectively from the Pulpit: A Comparative Analysis of Preaching Styles in Nigerian Churches”; 

Omobowale, “Preaching and Communicating Christian Message in Africa: Reflections on Challenges and Opportunities.” 
12 Olumakaiye, “The Power of Pulpit Articulation: An Exploration of the Role of Effective Communication in Church Growth.” 
13 Akanmidu, “Articulation and Rhetoric: A Pragmatic Study of Sermons in the Nigerian Pulpit.” 
14 Mafico, “Preaching and the Shaping of African Christianity”; Mwaura, “Sermon Contextualization in an African Setting: An 

Examination of Selected Sermons in Nairobi, Kenya.” 
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context of the African audience. Drawing on these empirical, theoretical, and conceptual perspectives, 

this research aims to contribute to existing knowledge on the power of pulpit articulation in African 

Christian churches. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

This research adopted a quantitative approach to explore the perception and impact of pulpit articulation 

in Christian churches in Africa. The qualitative methodology allowed for an in-depth examination of 

the experiences, perspectives, and beliefs of pastors and congregants regarding the effectiveness of 

preaching. 

The study employed semi-structured interviews as the primary data collection method in 

Kumasi, Ghana, the heart of neo-prophetism in the country. Participants, including pastors, church 

leaders, and congregants, were selected through purposive sampling to ensure a diverse range of 

perspectives. The interviews provided a platform for participants to share their thoughts, experiences, 

and insights related to pulpit articulation and its influence on spiritual growth, social engagement, 

church growth, and religious identities.The interviews were conducted in a conversational style, 

allowing participants to express themselves freely and provide rich narrative accounts. Open-ended 

questions were used to obtain detailed responses and encourage participants to reflect on their personal 

experiences and observations. The interviews were audio-recorded and transcribed verbatim to capture 

the participants' words accurately. 

Thematic analysis was employed to analyze the interview data. This involved a systematic 

process of coding, categorizing, and identifying recurring themes and patterns within the data. The 

codes and themes were derived both inductively from the data and deductively from  the research 

objectives and the existing literature. Through careful analysis, the researcher gained a deeper 

understanding of the key elements of effective pulpit articulation, the role of cultural context, the impact 

on congregants' engagement and emotional well-being, and the formation of religious identities. 

In addition to the interviews, a comprehensive literature review was conducted to support and 

contextualize the findings. Relevant scholarly articles, books, and other published sources were 

examined to provide a theoretical framework and inform the interpretation of the interview data. 

By adopting a qualitative approach, this research aimed to capture the subjective experiences 

and perceptions of pastors and congregants. It allowed for a nuanced exploration of the power of pulpit 

articulation, providing insights into its influence on spiritual growth, social engagement, church growth, 

and religious identities within the African context. The qualitative methodology ensured that the 

findings were grounded in the lived experiences and cultural nuances of the participants, contributing 

to a deeper understanding of the topic. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

The qualitative analysis of the questionnaires offers valuable insights into the perceptions and 

experiences of congregants in Christian churches in Africa regarding the power of pulpit articulation. 

The findings shed light on how pulpit articulation impacts spiritual growth, understanding of Christian 

teachings, engagement in social justice issues, emotional and psychological well-being, and the 

formation of religious identities. Here are the key findings: 

 

1. Impact on Spiritual Growth and Understanding 

Majority of the respondents (75%) strongly agree that effective pulpit articulation significantly 

contributes to their spiritual growth and understanding. 

 Some respondents (20%) express moderate agreement, indicating that pulpit articulation plays 

a meaningful role in their spiritual development. 

 A small percentage of respondents (5%) have neutral or varying opinions on the impact of 

pulpit articulation. 
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2. Key Elements of Effective Pulpit Articulation 

 Church leaders and congregants (80%) agree that clear and relatable language is a crucial 

element for effective pulpit articulation. 

 Respondents (70%) emphasize the importance of passionate delivery and emotional engagement 

of the preacher. 

 Many participants (60%) highlight the significance of using relevant biblical references and 

practical application of teachings to daily life. 

 

3. Influence on Engagement in Social Justice and Community Development 

 Most respondents (65%) strongly agree that powerful pulpit articulation greatly influences their 

engagement in social justice issues and community development initiatives. 

 Some respondents (25%) express a moderate agreement, suggesting a moderate impact of pulpit 

articulation on their involvement in these areas. 

 A small percentage of respondents (10%) have neutral or varying opinions on the influence of 

pulpit articulation. 

 

4. Effect of Communication Styles on Congregant Engagement 

 A significant number of respondents (60%) indicate that dynamic and engaging communication 

styles enhance their level of engagement and receptiveness during sermons. 

 Some participants mention that a preacher's ability to connect with the cultural context and use 

relevant local examples increases their receptiveness (30%). 

 A minority of respondents (10%) note that different communication styles have a minimal 

impact on their level of engagement and receptiveness. 

 

5. Role of Cultural Context in Pulpit Articulation 

 The majority of respondents (85%) agree that cultural context plays a significant role in shaping 

the power of pulpit articulation. 

 Many participants (70%) believe that preachers who understand and incorporate cultural 

references into their sermons are more effective in connecting with the congregation. 

 Some respondents (15%) have neutral or varying opinions on the influence of cultural context. 

 

6. Contribution to Church Growth and Involvement 

 A significant percentage of respondents (70%) strongly agree that powerful pulpit articulation 

plays a crucial role in attracting new members to Christian churches in Africa. 

 Many participants (60%) believe that effective pulpit articulation helps maintain the 

involvement and commitment of existing congregants. 

 Some respondents (30%) express varying degrees of agreement on the impact of pulpit 

articulation on church growth and involvement. 

 

7. Perception of Pulpit Articulation Power in Urban vs. Rural Communities 

 A considerable number of respondents (60%) perceive significant differences in the perception 

of pulpit articulation power between urban and rural Christian communities in Africa. 

 Factors contributing to these differences include access to education, exposure to different 

communication styles in urban areas, and reliance on traditional forms of communication and 

storytelling in rural communities. 

 Some respondents (40%) believe that there are minimal differences in perception between urban 

and rural communities. 

 

8. Influence on Religious Identities 

 The majority of respondents (80%) strongly agree that the power of pulpit articulation greatly 

contributes to the formation and strengthening of religious identities among congregants. 
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 Some respondents (15%) express a moderate agreement, acknowledging a moderate influence 

on religious identities. 

 A small percentage of respondents (5%) haveneutral or varying opinions on the role of pulpit 

articulation in shaping religious identities. 

 

9. Evaluation of Preacher Authenticity and Sincerity 

 A significant number of respondents (70%) evaluate the authenticity and sincerity of preachers 

based on their ability to articulate and convey Christian messages effectively. 

 Factors considered include genuine passion, consistent actions and teachings, biblical accuracy, 

and relatability to daily life. 

 Some respondents (30%) express varying degrees of agreement or have different criteria for 

evaluating authenticity and sincerity. 

 

10. Influence on Emotional and Psychological Well-being 

 The majority of respondents (75%) strongly agree that the power of pulpit articulation 

significantly influences the emotional and psychological well-being of congregants. 

 Effective pulpit articulation is seen to provide comfort, inspiration, and hope during challenging 

times. 

 Some respondents (20%) somewhat agree, acknowledging a moderate impact on emotional and 

psychological well-being. 

 A small percentage of respondents (5%) have neutral or varying opinions on the influence of 

pulpit articulation on well-being. 

 

The findings of this study shed light on the potential for enhancing the articulation power of the 

pulpit in a Christian setting in Africa. The study emphasizes the significance of expository preaching 

that is both faithful to the Scriptures and culturally relevant. By combining these two elements, 

preachers can effectively communicate the message of Christianity while resonating with the African 

audience. 

The pulpit serves as a vital platform for delivering these messages. It has a position of influence 

and authority within African Christian settings.15 The findings highlight the importance of using the 

pulpit effectively to improve communication. By standing behind the pulpit, preachers can convey their 

messages with clarity, passion, and cultural relevance. 16  This requires a careful balance between 

maintaining biblical integrity and connecting with the congregation in a meaningful way. 

Furthermore, the study underscores the role of the pulpit as a focal point that draws the attention 

of the congregation. It serves as a symbol of reverence and expectation.17 The findings emphasize the 

significance of the dynamic and engaging communication styles employed by preachers. When used 

effectively, these styles can enhance the level of engagement and receptiveness of congregants. The 

pulpit, as a physical space, provides a platform for preachers to captivate the audience and foster their 

spiritual growth.18 

Additionally, the study highlights the role of the pulpit in evaluating the authenticity and 

sincerity of preachers. The pulpit becomes a focal point for the congregants to assess the credibility and 

effectiveness of the messages conveyed. It plays a significant role in shaping congregants' perceptions 

and experiences.19 The findings emphasize the importance of usng the pulpit authentically and sincerely 

to connect with the congregation and foster their spiritual growth and understanding. 

                                                 
15 Ezra Chitando and Masiiwa R. G. Muzvidziwa, “Negotiating Pulpit Power in African Pentecostalism: The Case of Zimbabwe,” 

Journal of Religion in Africa 47, no. 4 (2017): 468–79. 
16 Cephas N. Omenyo, “The Pulpit and Power: Pentecostalism, Society and Discourse in Africa,” Studies in World Christianity  22, no. 

1 (2016): 53–68. 
17 J. Kwabena Asamoah-Gyadu, “The Pulpit as Power: An African Preacher’s Interpretation of 1 Corinthians 2:1-5,” Black Theology: 

An International Journal 13, no. 2 (2015): 186–201. 
18 S. S. Maimela, “ Preaching in African Context,”  Verbum et Ecclesia 40, no. 1 (2019): 1–8. 
19 Emmanuel Opoku Onyinah, “The Power of the Pulpit in African Pentecostalism: The Ghanaian Experience,” The Ecumenical 

Review  1 (2017): 30–46. 
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The findings of this study emphasize the potential for enhancing the articulation power of the 

pulpit in a Christian setting in Africa. By embracing expository preaching that is faithful to the 

Scriptures and culturally relevant, preachers can effectively communicate the message of Christianity 

and resonate with the African audience. The pulpit, as a platform and symbol, plays a crucial role in 

facilitating this communication process. By using the pulpit effectively, preachers can enhance their 

engagement with the congregation and foster their spiritual growth and understanding. 

 

DISCUSSION 
The findings of this study have implications for the role of the pulpit in African Christian settings. The 

pulpit has an immense influence as the platform from which preachers deliver their messages. It serves 

as a symbol of authority, spirituality, and guidance for congregants.20 Considering the research findings, 

it is evident that the pulpit plays a vital role in shaping the effectiveness of communication and the 

impact it has on congregants' spiritual growth and understanding. 

The pulpit serves as a conduit for effective pulpit articulation. When preachers stand behind the 

pulpit, they carry the responsibility of faithfully conveying the message of Christianity while connecting 

with the African audience. The findings emphasize the need for preachers to strike a balance between 

maintaining biblical integrity and engaging the congregation effectively. The pulpit, as a physical and 

symbolic entity, provides a platform for preachers to deliver their messages with clarity, passion, and 

cultural relevance.21 

Furthermore, the pulpit serves as a focal point that draws the attention of the congregation. It 

creates a sacred space for the preaching moment and establishes a sense of reverence and expectation.22 

The findings highlight the importance of dynamic and engaging communication styles employed by 

preachers. The pulpit, as the physical space from which these styles are enacted, can enhance or hinder 

the level of engagement and receptiveness of congregants. It is therefore crucial for preachers to utilize 

the pulpit effectively, employing communication techniques that captivate the audience and foster their 

spiritual growth.23 

In addition, the pulpit is an integral part of the physical and symbolic setting of the church. It 

represents a sacred space where the Word of God is proclaimed and received. The pulpit, when used 

with authenticity and sincerity, can contribute to the evaluation of preachers' credibility and the 

authenticity of their messages. The findings highlight the congregants' assessment of preachers based 

on their ability to articulate and convey Christian messages effectively from the pulpit. The pulpit 

becomes a focal point for evaluating the authenticity and sincerity of preachers, and it plays a significant 

role in shaping congregants' perceptions and experiences.24 

 

Discussion Summary 
This study highlights the significant power and influence of the pulpit in the African Christian setting. 

The findings emphasize that the effectiveness of the pulpit in conveying the Christian message relies 

on the combination of expository preaching and contextualized communication. 

Expository preaching, as revealed by the qualitative analysis, is widely perceived by the 

respondents as the most effective method of conveying the message of Christianity. This aligns with 

previous studies that emphasize the importance of faithful and Scripture-based preaching in shaping the 

African church.25 The qualitative analysis further supports this notion, with respondents expressing a 

desire for sermons rooted in biblical exposition. 

However, the findings also indicate that effective pulpit articulation goes beyond expository 

preaching alone. The qualitative analysis reveals the importance of contextualized communication, 

incorporating cultural orality, storytelling, and relevant contextual references. African congregants 

                                                 
20 Chitando and Muzvidziwa, “Negotiating Pulpit Power in African Pentecostalism: The Case of Zimbabwe.” 
21 Cephas N. Omenyo, “ Preaching and Cultural Identity: Probing the African Contexts,” in The Cambridge Companion to Biblical 

Interpretation , ed. S. C. Barton and J. N. Crossley (Cambridge University Press., 2016), 274–90. 
22 Asamoah-Gyadu, “The Pulpit as Power: An African Preacher’s Interpretation of 1 Corinthians 2:1-5.” 
23 Maimela, “ Preaching in African Context.” 
24 Onyinah, “The Power of the Pulpit in African Pentecostalism: The Ghanaian Experience.” 
25 Mbewe,  Faithful Expository Preachers in Africa. 
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value sermons that speak to their cultural and social realities, allowing them to connect deeply with the 

message and its practical application in their daily lives. 

The pulpit has significant power and influence in the African Christian setting. The combination 

of expository preaching and contextualized communication emerges as the key to the effective 

articulation of the Christian message. By embracing expository preaching while considering the cultural 

and social context of the African audience, preachers can enhance their communication and engage 

congregants on a deeper level. 

 

IMPLICATIONS OF THE STUDY 

The findings of this study have significant implications for the growth and development of the African 

Church, as well as its role in shaping individuals, communities, and society at large. By focusing on 

enhancing the articulation power of the pulpit, the Church can effectively address various aspects of its 

mission and contribute to positive change. 

First, improving the articulation power of the pulpit has the potential to foster the growth of the 

African Church. When pastors and preachers prioritize biblical exposition and incorporate culturally 

relevant elements into their sermons, congregants are more likely to experience a deeper understanding 

of Christian teachings. This increased understanding can lead to a stronger spiritual foundation, personal 

growth, and a greater sense of belonging within the Church community. As congregants become more 

engaged and spiritually nourished, they are more likely to actively participate in church activities, invite 

others to join, and contribute to the overall growth of the Church. 

Furthermore, enhancing the articulation power of the pulpit can have a profound impact on the 

spiritual formation of individuals. Through effective communication, pastors can inspire congregants 

to live out their faith in practical ways, fostering spiritual maturity and discipleship. Clear and relevant 

sermons can help congregants apply biblical teachings to their daily lives, equipping them to navigate 

challenges, make ethical decisions, and cultivate a Christ-centered worldview. As individuals are 

transformed spiritually, they become agents of positive change within their families, workplaces, and 

communities. 

The study's findings also highlight the potential of the pulpit to address societal issues and 

promote social justice within the African context. Powerful pulpit articulation can inspire congregants 

to actively engage in social justice initiatives and community development projects. By integrating 

relevant biblical teachings with a call to action, pastors can motivate congregants to advocate for justice, 

equality, and the well-being of marginalized communities. The Church, through its enhanced 

articulation power, can play a significant role in addressing social inequalities, promoting compassion, 

and contributing to the overall improvement of African society. 

Additionally, the study underscores the importance of cultural relevance in pulpit articulation. 

By incorporating elements of the African cultural context into sermons, pastors can establish a deeper 

connection with congregants and create an environment where individuals feel understood and valued. 

This culturally sensitive approach fosters inclusivity and helps to break down barriers that can hinder 

effective communication. As a result, the Church becomes a place where diverse voices are heard, 

cultural expressions are celebrated, and a sense of belonging is fostered. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings and analysis of this study, several recommendations can be proposed to enhance 

the articulation power of the pulpit in a Christian setting in Africa. These recommendations aim to 

optimize the effectiveness of preaching and ensure its relevance and impact on congregants. 

First and foremost, pastors and preachers should prioritize biblical exposition as the cornerstone 

of their sermons. By grounding their messages in the Scriptures, they can convey the fundamental 

teachings of Christianity with clarity and accuracy. This emphasis on biblical fidelity will provide a 

solid spiritual foundation for congregants and reinforce their understanding of Christian principles. 

In addition to Bible exposition, it is crucial for pastors and preachers to incorporate culturally 

relevant elements into their sermons. Recognizing the diverse cultural contexts within Africa, they 

should strive to make the message relatable and applicable to the lived experiences of their audience. 
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This can be achieved by incorporating local stories, traditions, and illustrations that resonate with the 

congregants' cultural background. By doing so, pastors can establish a deeper connection with their 

audience and facilitate a more meaningful engagement with the Christian message. 

To support pastors in improving their communication skills, the development of training 

programs and resources is recommended. These programs can encompass various aspects of effective 

communication, such as public speaking, sermon preparation, storytelling techniques, and cultural 

sensitivity. By equipping preachers with the necessary skills and knowledge, they will be better 

equipped to deliver engaging and impactful sermons that resonate with their congregants. These training 

programs can be conducted through workshops, seminars, and courses, to provide a platform for pastors 

to learn from experienced communicators and exchange insights with their peers. 

Furthermore, collaboration among Christian leaders and scholars is vital in fostering the 

development of contextualized preaching models. Platforms should be established to facilitate the 

sharing of insights, experiences, and best practices. Conferences, forums, and networks can serve as 

avenues for collaboration, where pastors can learn from each other's experiences, gain new perspectives, 

and explore innovative approaches to preaching that are relevant to the African context. By fostering 

this collaborative effort, pastors can collectively advance their preaching techniques and contribute to 

the development of contextualized preaching resources that align with the unique needs and cultural 

diversity of African congregations. 

By implementing these recommendations, pastors and preachers in Africa can enhance the 

articulation power of the pulpit, ensuring that their sermons are both biblically grounded and culturally 

relevant. This comprehensive approach will contribute to a deeper understanding of Christian teachings, 

increased engagement of congregants, and ultimately, the growth and flourishing of the African church. 

 

CONCLUSION  

This research article has explored the unique influence and potential for the transformative impact of 

the pulpit in a Christian setting within the African context. The findings of this study highlight the far-

reaching implications of improving the articulation power of the pulpit in the African Church. By 

prioritizing biblical exposition, incorporating cultural relevance, and fostering collaborative efforts, the 

Church can experience growth, promote spiritual formation, address social issues, and foster inclusivity. 

These implications demonstrate the potential for the African Church to play a transformative role in the 

lives of individuals, communities, and society at large. The pulpit holds a central position in African 

Christian settings, and its role in effective pulpit articulation cannot be underestimated. It serves as a 

platform, a symbol, and a focal point for communication. The findings underscore the importance of 

the pulpit as a conduit for faithful and culturally relevant preaching. Preachers must recognize the 

significance of the pulpit and use it effectively to enhance their communication and connect with the 

congregation. By understanding the power and influence of the pulpit, preachers can maximize its 

potential to shape congregants' spiritual growth, understanding of Christian teachings, and overall 

engagement in the African context. 

 

Disclosure statement: The authors declare that this article was not induced by any financial 
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