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ABSTRACT

Since the outbreak of COVID-19, teaching and learning have experienced various challenges and
shifts from normal classroom dimensions to what several scholars regard as the "new normal.” This
situation disrupted teaching and learning systems, with various institutions trying to find alternative
ways to ensure effective curriculum implementation. In the event that COVID-19 seems to be a thing
of the past, there is a need to understand how best education actors could navigate the new shift.
Therefore, researchers need to continue to work on improving educators' understanding of how best
to teach and learn and how students and educational institutions respond to the shift in the post-
pandemic classrooms. Based on this, a special issue was initiated to galvanize findings, views,
approaches, and strategies to enhance sustainable post-COVID-19 pedagogical needs. Therefore, this
special issue plays an essential role in helping students, scholars, educators, policymakers and
educational agencies understand the present pedagogical shift and prepare for the future.
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INTRODUCTION

Since the outbreak of COVID-19, teaching and learning have experienced various challenges and
shifts. The pandemic has forced institutions to move away from traditional classroom dimensions and
adopt new methods of instruction.® Several scholars have argued that this shift or new normal is likely
to remain as it is where teaching and learning are dependent on the internet and the internet of things.?
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Considering these changes, researchers have had to adapt their research methods, focus on new areas
of inquiry, and provide new approaches to the new normal. For example, scholars are expected to
explore how best to support online learning, how to design effective virtual classrooms, and how to
assess student learning in digital environments. The pandemic has also led to a renewed focus on the
importance of equity and inclusion in education.® In sum, while the COVID-19 pandemic created
numerous challenges for students, educators and scholars, it has also opened up new ways of doing
things and create opportunities for research and teaching innovations.*

In education, researchers are busy finding new ways to improve teaching and learning methods
under the hypotenuse of the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL). SoTL is a form of inquiry
that uses evidence-based methods to study how best to teach and learn in a given context.®> The
COVID-19 pandemic has forced education practitioners to rapidly implement new technologies and
pedagogies to continue providing the needed support for students. However, due to the chaotic nature
of the pandemic, many researchers, including SoTL scholars, seem to have been affected and limited
in engaging in research enquiry which could enhance or promote pedagogical updates needed to
combat the leftover of COVID-19 pandemic in classrooms. This is unfortunate, as SoTL can provide
valuable insights into how students learn in an online or hybrid environment.® In addition, this
endeavour can help in understanding how best to use new technologies to facilitate learning; therefore,
it becomes important to continue investing in SOTL projects that could ensure that students receive an
optimal curriculum disposition.

Since the pandemic has forced educators to rapidly shift to online instruction, with many
institutions still struggling to catch up,” students, including other classroom stakeholders, have been
left to fend for themselves, often without the resources or support they need to be successful.® This has
led to a growing body of research on the impact of the pandemic on education, with a particular focus
on the efficacy of online instruction.® Researchers have been at the forefront of this research,
investigating both the positive and negative effects of the shift to online instruction. All these studies
indicate that online instruction can be effective, but it is not a one-size-fits-all solution. Some students
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flourish in an online environment, while others struggle. Therefore, researchers must continue to
research and adapt their instructional methods to meet the needs of all students. Scholars, therefore,
play an important role in this effort, and their work will continue to be essential in the post-pandemic
classroom. It is believed that this is significant in helping scholars, educators, and educational agencies
understand the present and prepare for the future, which forms the basis upon which this special issue
was called to address. That is, the special issue engaged scholars across various teaching and learning
spaces to share their findings, approaches, strategies, views, and arguments, among others, that could
enhance sustainable post-COVID-19 pedagogical needs in classrooms. Therefore, the special issue
provides pedagogical approaches in post-COVID0-19 classrooms.

METHODOLOGY

In order to answer the research question, the quest editor, alongside the journal management, made a
call for a paper on how to best respond by finding new approaches that could assist educators in coping
well with the post-COVID-19 new normal. The call for papers was titled “Sustaining Scholarship of
Teaching and Learning in the Post-COVID-19 Classrooms” and accommodates inter/multi-
disciplinary approach to the post-COVID-19 classroom. That is, the call was not limited to scholars in
the field of education; instead, it was made open to accommodate other fields of study that deal with
teaching and learning. Authors were asked to submit proposals in the form of a 300-word abstract. Out
of 41 abstracts, only 35 were accepted with a mandate to develop their full articles. Among 33 articles
submitted, only 23 were accepted and published. The acceptance process includes the adoption of a
double peer review process where each article was subjected to anonymous peer review. This review
process involved two different reviewers who are anonymous to the authors, and the authors are also
anonymous to the reviewers. This was done to ensure a quality production process as indicated and
practised by the journal and its publisher. The decision to accept and/or reject any article was informed
by the reviewers’ recommendations and the satisfactory revisions made by the authors where
necessary.

The Issues in the Special Issue

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a profound impact on the education sector, with schools and
universities around the world having to adapt rapidly to a new reality. In this special issue, various
authors from different disciplines, including education, management, social and health sciences, offer
their insights into coping with and adapting to the COVID-19 shift. Though most of the contributors
are from South African institutions, their findings can be adopted and used globally in educational
institutions. Several different approaches and strategies are put forward, along with recommendations
for solutions that can be implemented by students, teachers, lecturers and other education actors.
Strategies that integrate religious education in Post-COVID-19 against school violence, strategies that
improve instruction of Technical and Vocational Education and Training, School-Based Teacher
Professional Development, promote mathematics teaching among undergraduates, and enhance
general teaching and learning of various cardrooms, including social media pedagogies. Strategies to
promote online supervision and Fourth Industrial Revolution 4.0 (4IR) towards digital transformation
were presented. Some of the articles also provide a comprehensive overview of the latest thinking on
how to prepare young people for the challenges of the 21st century and outline a range of practical
measures that can be taken at all levels to support this process.

It is clear that the COVID-19 pandemic has presented a major challenge to the education sector,
but it is also clear that there are ways to overcome these challenges and emerge stronger than ever
before. One can then argue that this special issue provides a comprehensive overview of the latest
research on the post-COVID-19 pedagogical need to enhance scholarship and effective and efficient
curriculum implementation across the board.
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CONCLUSION AND KNOWLEDGE IMPLICATION

This special issue considers some of the challenges educators have faced during the pandemic and
attempts to provide some practical solutions. The topics covered in this special issue are not limited to
online learning, distance education, curriculum design and implementation, and assessment. These
areas have been affected by the pandemic and will continue to be relevant in the post-COVID-19
world. The authors of this special issue provide a valuable resource for anyone who is interested in
staying up to date with the latest thinking on post-COVID-19 pedagogy. This issue is also useful for
educators and provides a meaningful update to COVID-19 and educational-related literature more
generally. As such, it is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the implications of the
pandemic for education.
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